al. (2000) cited its presence in China. This species was (Zacarias & Moraes 2001) , and native plants of the State of Rio Grande do Sul (Ferla & Moraes 2002) .
The predaceous A. herbicolus was cited previously as Typhlodromus (Amblyseius) herbicolus Chant, Amblyseius deleoni Muma & Denmark and Amblyseius impactus Chaudhri, according to Gondim & Moraes (2001) , Zacarias & Moraes (2001) and Moraes et al A question raised is if phytoseiids can reduce high population densities of phytophagous mites, and the studies that answer such question are those of functional together.
in general: linear, convex and sigmoid. In type I (linear) to decrease when a maximum point is reached, that is, increase of its density, and in type III (sigmoid) predation result in a sigmoid form with the increase of prey density (Hassel 1978) . functional response are: the time of exposure to predator and prey, search rate, identification, capture, and prey consumption. Other factors like predator stimulation due to prey interference or the kind of learning response (Sandness & McMurtry 1970) , the confusion effect and hunger are and in the natural enemies impact evaluation causes over population (Lenteren & Woets 1988 , Bellows Jr et al. 1992 
, the mean duration of one generation was recalculated, T = ln R o /r m .
was also calculated, and according to Tanigoshi et al. (1975) is equal to ln 2 /r m .
Predatory activity. The experiments were conducted in water in 15-cm diameter petri dishes (Reis et al. 2000) . Four experiments were performed, one for each phase of development of B. phoenicis -egg, larva, nymph (protonymph A. herbicolus adult female. Thirty B. phoenicis were placed /arena, for one predaceous mite specimen according to the the introduction of the mites in the arenas, predated, partially predated, naturally dead, dead in water and live B. phoenicis same age.
Functional and numerical responses. An adult female of A. herbicolus coffee leaf arena (7.1 cm 2 15-cm diameter and 2-cm deep petri dish. Eight arenas were placed in each dish at equal distances from each other and B. phoenicis were placed 2 (with two replicates). Larvae and nymphs were used due to the phytoseiids (Gravena et al et al. 2000) . The same B. phoenicis was used as control treatment in the the original one every day during eight days.
Results and Discussion
Biological aspects. The average duration of egg stage was stage average durations were 1.2 ± 0.31 days for the larvae, the deutonymph. Development from egg to adult was lasted 1). The sex ratio was equal to 1 (100% of females) and no males was found in A. herbicolus A. herbicolus & Mesa 1988 although nymphs showed also high predation (Fig. 1) , similar (Gravena et al et al. 2000) . The regression analysis suggests a functional type II response, with a maximum daily predation near to 35 B. phoenicis /cm 2 /one female (Fig. 2) which, according to Hassel (1978) , is typical in predatory arthropods. Amblyseius largoensis (Muma) (Acari: Phytoseiidae), species taxonomically close to A. herbicolus killing Oligonychus punicae (Hirst) (Acari: Tetranychidae) Fig. 1. Percent predation References construction and analysis in the evaluation of natural enemies.
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